94           English Printing

Barker, in a report to Lord  Burghley in  1582,

says:

e He has the printing of Tullie, Ovid, and diverse other great
workes in Latin. He doth yet, neither great good nor great
harme withall. . . . He hath other small thinges wherewith he
keepeth his presses on work, and also worketh for bookesellers
of the Companye, who kepe no presses.'

In 1580, on the invitation of the General Assembly,
Vautrollier visited Scotland, taking with him a
stock of books, but no press, and in 1584 he again
went north and set up a press at Edinburgh, still
keeping on his business in London. The venture
does not seem to have turned out a success, for
Vautrollier returned to London in 1586, taking with
him a MS. of John Knox's History of the Reforma-
tion, but the work was seized while it was in the
press (Works of John Knox, vol. i. p. 32).

Vautrollier died in July 1587. By his will he
bequeathed to his son, Manasses, the printing press
which he had brought back from Scotland. The
residue of his estate he left to his wife Jacqueline
and his c four children.'

As a printer Vautrollier ranks far above most of
the men around him, both for the beauty of his
types and the excellence of his presswork. The
bulk of his books were printed in Roman and italic,
of which he had several well-cut founts. He had
also some good initials, ornaments, and borders.
In the folio edition of Plutarch's Lives, which he
printed in 1579, each l^6 is preceded by a medallion